As part of my continuing fleece  education I have developed a database for collecting weights of shorn llama fleece.   I will be sampling breeders across the United States for the shearing season 2012. 

 As a certified llama fleece judge I have been asked by exhibitors and breeders to do some research on the advantages of weighing our llama fleece. The ILR-SD has incorporated the annualized weight as one of the judging factors for shorn fleece entries. Production is one of the objectives in our fleece programs and by documenting the weight from our fleeces we can track how each of our llamas are producing. Weight is also used when selling our fleece, planning for a fiber arts project and making yarn. 
I have included two documents with this email. A suggestion for weighing fleeces that has worked for me and a list of questions for you to answer that includes a form to record your data. Farm names, owner names or llama names will not be shared. Only the data collected from the questions and forms will be used in the database. 

You can send your responses by email. If you need clarification on any of the questions you can email your phone number I will call and explain in more detail. 

Your time is greatly appreciated. The data will be collected across our United States llama community. This project will allow us to look at weight in all llama fleece types, age groups, see how many farms are weighing and keeping records. 
Thank you so much for you willingness to help. If you know of others who might be interested in taking part please forward this information to them.
Judy Ross
Good News Llamas 
ALSA and ILR-SD llama fleece judge
Chesapeake, Ohio 
740-867-4267 
ross@marshall.edu 

