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The 2nd annual Mid-Ohio wool gathering was a great success. There were many vendors there with lots of wonderful things to try or buy. 





Lee Ann King, Tina Stellhorn, Susan Smithers, and the rest of the folks did a great job planning the event again this year. 





 This is a nice “smaller” wool gathering where you can shop with ease.


Its easy talk to folks without a massive crowd around. 





There are usually always folks with wheels, spindles, lucets and other fiber goodies that you can try before you buy. 





You can also get some on the spot instruction on things. 





There were a wide variety of vendors. There were fleeces from all types of fiber animals, yarns of all


Variety, fiber tools, and some great items. 





You even had a chance for a door prize and some cool raffles. 


There is planning going on to add classes to future gatherings. 





This will be an annual event.  If you would be interested in attending or being a vendor you may contact � HYPERLINK "mailto:leellama@bright.net" ��leellama@bright.net�


Mark your calendar for next year!
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Special Interest Articles:





• Next meeting is May 24, 2004.





•	Website is up and ready to go 





•	Calendar of events.





























�The website is online! The address is:





� HYPERLINK "http://www.goodnewsllamas.com/fiberguild/" ��www.goodnewsllamas.com/fiberguild/�





If you have any information, changes, or corrections for the website please contact Judy at � HYPERLINK "mailto:ross@musom.edu" ��ross@musom.edu�


Remember we can have a classified section on the site for equipment, fiber, etc. 








River City Fiber Clan � HYPERLINK "http://www.goodnewsllamas.com/fiberguild/" ��www.goodnewsllamas.com/fiberguild/�
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Spinning a yarn














Ralph and Judy Smith live near Williamsport (west of Circleville, Ohio) on a 1-½ acre ultra mini farm. We have our 3 llamas, Traveller, Teeton and Half-n-half, and 2 herding type dogs (a Pembroke Welsh Corgi and a Shetland Sheepdog). Sorry, no kids or goats, either. 


Fourteen years ago Ralph & I found out about llamas. We loved the idea of these versatile animals. We got the llamas a retirement investment (yeah, right), but I just like being out there with them after work – takes the blood pressure and stress down. Now we’re both retired and still active with the llamas.


I think that I’ve always known how to knit, probably from my mom. My sisters don’t knit much, though. My grandmother was a very crafty person and taught me to machine sew (at age 6), quilt, cane chairs and things with that, but she never spun. 


I started spinning out of boredom (not really). We were at a llama show and between classes there is a lot of waiting time. I don’t like to have empty hands ("The Devil finds work for idle hands.") and I saw Susie Smithers spinning with a spinning wheel and I was intrigued. I could watch her for hours. 


I thought about me spinning, but couldn’t see putting in the money for a spinning wheel. As I talked with Susie, she told me about "drop spindles" and taught me right then. I was hooked! 


For three years I used a drop spindle and taught others before I even thought about getting a wheel for myself. When I made the jump to the wheel, I just loved it. My original spinning wheel is now about 10 years old. Most of my drop spinning now is for demos and testing out different fibers.


I like using our llama fiber for spinning, but there is just not enough to keep me in fiber all year. So I turn to alpaca, sheep, angora and mixtures of fibers. Once I saw this great roving at a fiber fest, in bright orange from a cheviot sheep. The hand feel was good, but having never spun cheviot, I spun it into a sport weight and it’s the worst yarn I’ve ever made (scratchy & stiff!). You have to learn and experience is the best. 


Spinning is a very relaxing time for me. Talking with friends, watching a good movie or doing volunteer work (educational) with the public. I just love to spin. Sometimes I have wool that I’ve dyed and I like seeing the colors blend and others I have natural colors and a mixture of fibers that have a great look and feel to them.


If you are thinking about making your own yarn: #1 definitely start with a drop spindle and you’ll appreciate the long hours you’ve spent. Using the wheel is so much easier, but the drafting (pulling the wool apart) you learn on the spindle is worth it. And #2, have plenty of plastic containers to sort the fibers, yarns and dyes. And a husband who doesn’t ask a lot of questions about why you’re putting Kool-Aid on the fiber and the oven door is open – that’s another story.

































































Meet Judy Smith – llama farmer, spinner, knitter, fiber artist

















“A guild member will be highlighted each month in the newsletter, so we can learn more about each other and our craft.”





Spinning a yarn 
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Everyone has a spinning basket or bag that they keep their spinning essentials in. Everyone has their own preferences and special wants.


Here are some suggestions of basic items you may need. 


Extra drive band – be prepared for the inevitable. 


Small tool to tighten loose screws or bolts. 


Oil – if you wheel needs oiled make sure have available


Vaseline – some wheels only need Vaseline


Scissors – someone always needs these


Orifice hook – these always come in handy for retrieving loose ends and getting started


Extra yarn for a leader and tying skeins


Pen and paper – you just never know


Band-Aids – there’s one in every crowd. 


Aspirin – even though spinning is relaxing sometimes… you just need and aspirin


Fiber, fiber  – lots of luscious fiber to spin and spin


Lap cloth – this will help keep you clean and give you a place to catch yarn yuck


These are some basics not everyone has these things and some people have more. Bottom line is in your basket you need what will help you be comfortable and enjoy spinning!


What’s in your basket??











Amoret Arthur		� HYPERLINK "mailto:baarthur@yahoo.com" ��baarthur@yahoo.com�            spinner, quilter





Darlene Cordle    	   	� HYPERLINK "mailto:cordle@marshall.edu" ��cordle@marshall.edu�    	knitter,crochet	





Nancy Crockette	   	� HYPERLINK "mailto:ncrockette6@charter.net" ��ncrockette6@charter.net�   	new spinner





Barbara Dean		� HYPERLINK "mailto:Barbara.dean2@med" ��Barbara.dean2@med�	quilter, embroidery		


Annett	e Ericksen	   	� HYPERLINK "mailto:agericksen@aol.com" ��agericksen@aol.com�	spinner,weaver





Ann Grimes			� HYPERLINK "mailto:fatrg@aol.com" ��fatrg@aol.com�		 new spinner





Kimberly Graham		� HYPERLINK "mailto:lilchefkimi@yahoo.com" ��lilchefkimi@yahoo.com�	new spinner, knit, felt





Patricia Flora		   	� HYPERLINK "mailto:triciaf@citynet.net" ��triciaf@citynet.net�		spinner, knitter, crochet





Judy Ross			� HYPERLINK "mailto:ross@marshall.edu" ��ross@marshall.edu�            spinner, knitter, crochet





Mitzi Ross			� HYPERLINK "mailto:mitziross1@aol.com" ��mitziross1@aol.com�	spinner, knitter, felter





Judy Smith			� HYPERLINK "mailto:judy2spin@yahoo.com" ��judy2spin@yahoo.com�	spin, knit, felt, crochet





		 



































Charter Members








Some suggestions for your spinning basket

















“Do you know someone that is interested in spinning, knitting or other fiber crafts? Please invite them to our May Meeting.”
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Spinning a yarn





Great links of the month:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.woolery.com" ��www.woolery.com�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.textilelinks.com" ��www.textilelinks.com�


� HYPERLINK "http://together.et/~kbruce/kbbspin.html" �http://together.et/~kbruce/kbbspin.html� 


(Spinners and weavers housecleaning pages)


http://gfwsheep.com/gfw.htm


(link suggested by Nancy, thanks)


Please send your favorite links and look for them here. 


Also remember you can post links on the yahoo group page.


http://groups.yahoo.com/group/rivercitiesfibergroup/


Or you can send them to Judy to put on the web page.





 Farm sites and business sites are welcome. 





























 A charter by definition is a document outlining the principles, functions, and organization of a corporate body; a constitution. 


Every successful group has a vision, a mission statement, purpose statement or a charter. 


As our group continues to grow, we need to have an idea of what we are, who we are, what we do, and how we should do it. 


The easiest way to this is through a charter.





The charter is not meant to be a strict rulebook of infractions or directions. It is merely to be a guideline to help the group have a focus and a point. 


The charter can be as simple as “We will meeting monthly to spin on this date, location.” 


Or it can be more detailed outlining some goals, functions, and offices. 


As the group continues to grow and expand, a charter would be a good way to ensure all fiber arts and artisans are included. Do we need a charter? It’s your decision. 


This is your group and you make the group what it is. 


Take a few minutes when you have time and think about whether or not there should be a charter, what should be in it, and if you would be willing to serve as an officer. 


Every successful group or company has a focus and a mission statement, what should ours be?


Responses can be shared on email group or at meeting. 















































Ties that bind – starting a guild charter








Featured links:











“Great opportunities to help others seldom come, but small ones surround us daily.”


Sally Koch 











“Don’t let the best you have done so far be the standard for the rest of your life “


Gustavus Swift











Spinning a yarn


Spinning a yarn
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Simpson & Co. is a fiber company located in Newport, Virginia. 


For more than a quarter of a century they have provided the best in fiber and equipment to fiber artists.


Dave Simpson is a very talent fiber artist. He is very innovative and creative when it comes to blending fibers and making color ways. 


Dave has honored our request to visit his studio. All we need is a date and a plan. 


Dave has at his studio spinning and weaving equipment, natural Handspinning fibers, and some of the most beautiful and wonderful dye fiber blends you have ever seen. 


Dave is an accomplished weaver and spinner. He is also a photographer and naturalist. 


His keen eye for art is evident in the wonderful color combinations he develops. 


Don’t these names just make you want to spin? Painted Sunflower, Hawaiian Sunset, Red Oak, Snapdragon.  These fiber blends are of the best quality and the color lots are rich and vibrant. 


When I spoke with, Dave about a studio visit outing for our group, I mentioned several had expressed interest in learning to spin from the fold.  He said he would be glad to show us that technique. 


Please visit the Simpson & Co web site to find our more information about Dave and his business. 


Check your calendar we hope to visit in JULY. 


DON”T MISS THIS OPPORTUNITY!!


� HYPERLINK "http://www.cyberfyber.com" ��www.cyberfyber.com�














Bench... also called table – the table of the wheel where the wheel and spinning mechanism are mounted


Bobbin... the shaft of the spool onto which spun yarn is wound on a spinning wheel


Distaff... a staff that holds the flax or wool fibers which are being drawn from a needed when spinning. It can attach to a belt, mount on bench or be free standing 


Drive band... cord carrying the power from the large wheel to the spindle or bobbin/pulley 


Drop spindle... (Hand spindle) a stick with a weighted whorl that is used to twist fibers into thread 


Flyer... u shaped device on a treadle spinning wheel that twists the yarn


Footman... the straight piece of wood or wire that connects the treadle to the axle/crank of a spinning wheel 


Maidens... (Or sisters) two upright pieces of wood that hold the spinning apparatus in a horizontal position 


Mother of all... usually, the entire spinning mechanism on a wheel; maidens, flyer, and bobbin 


Spindle pulley... the small grooved whorl that carries the drive band connecting the spindle to the drive wheel 


Treadle... the foot pedal that turns the main wheel, or the process of pushing the pedal of the main wheel


Whorl... the weighted part of a drop spindle that helps it to spin. Also the spindle pulley that regulates the speed of the spinning wheel spindle














Don’t forget we need your help to make our newsletter great. Please feel free to share stories, articles, pictures of finished objects, show/festival information, upcoming classes, equipment/books/fiber for sale, etc.  Items for the newsletter need to be received by the second Friday of the month to allow for processing.        


Thanks for your support!





























Spinning Wheel Terms And Parts








Field trip in the making… Simpson and Company


Headline








“Great works are performed not by strength but by perseverance.”


Samuel Johnson





Spinning a yarn 
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About Our Organization…








Events, meetings, classes








We’re on the Web!


See us at:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.goodnewsllamas.com/fiberguild" ��www.goodnewsllamas.com/fiberguild�








113 Nelson Avenue


South Point, Oh 45680





Phone:


(740) 377-9516





(740) 867-4267








E-Mail:


� HYPERLINK "mailto:Mitziross1@aol.com" ��Mitziross1@aol.com�





� HYPERLINK "mailto:ross@marshall.edu" ��ross@marshall.edu�








River Cities Fiber Clan

















May 24, 2004 – River Cities Fiber Clan monthly gathering





May 29–30, 2004 – Great Lakes Fiber Show – Wooster, Oh***


    � HYPERLINK "http://www.lambzown.com/GreatLakesFiberShow.htm" ��http://www.lambzown.com/GreatLakesFiberShow.htm�





June 26-27, 2004 – Fiber Fest


     � HYPERLINK "http://www.lakemetroparks.com/HTML/LFP/Fiberfest/fiberfest.html" ��http://www.lakemetroparks.com/HTML/LFP/Fiberfest/fiberfest.html�





August 14-15, 21-22, 28-29–Shaker Woods Festival –Columbiana, OH


     � HYPERLINK "http://www.shakerwoods.com/shaker/" ��http://www.shakerwoods.com/shaker/�





September 18-19 – A Wool Gathering- Yellow Springs, OH


     � HYPERLINK "http://my.voyager.net/~nfisher/" ��http://my.voyager.net/~nfisher/�





If you know of a show or festival not listed here please let us know. We can post it and share information of cool places to go and great things to see!





***Judy Smith has volunteered to meet people outside of Circleville and take them up in her van. She is planning on going to Great Lakes Fiber Show again. Contact her if you don’t want to go by yourself.














We are guild dedicated to fiber arts. Handspinning, weaving, knitting, crochet, felting and other fiber arts. 


We welcome members of all skill levels.


We meet on the Fourth Monday of each month for regular meeting. 


Special events and seminars are held on Saturday. 


We meet at First Southern Baptist, 110 Collins Avenue, South Point, OH. 


Off 52 by the post office. 




















River Cities Fiber Clan


113 Nelson Ave


South Point, OH 45680















































