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Spinning a yarn














Special Interest Articles:





• Next meeting is July 26, 2004.





•	Field trip to new local yarn shop.





•	Calendar of events.





•	Field trip to Simpson & Company.





Yarn and More opened it’s doors for business July 19, 2004. 


Linda Newcome, shop owner, says she will offer a wide variety of yarn, needles, and other fiber equipment. 


Currently the shop features yarn from Plymouth, Mountain Colors, Wool in the Woods, and Cherry Tree Hill. 


As part of the “More”, Linda has been approved as an Ashford dealer so she will be able to get spinning, felting, and weaving supplies.


The shop will also feature materials for cross stitch, needlepoint, frames, needlework kits, and fabrics. 


Yarn and More has a class area that will be used for various needlework classes and other meetings. 


The “Aunt Ruth” room is filled with craft items, fabrics, quilt tops, fat quarters, etc. Linda inherited from her aunt. 


The proceeds from sales in the “Aunt Ruth” room will be donated to the Boyd-Greenup Heart Walk. 


There will also be some room for consignment items.  Currently featured are George Earling paintings, Becky’s Candles, and some needlework items from local crafters.  Linda is looking for some additional cosigners. 


If you are interested in placing items for consignment please contact Linda. 


Yarn and More is located in Summit Plaza on Rt. 60, Ashland, Ky. Hours of operation are Mon – Fri 12 pm to 7 pm and Sat 10 am to 5 pm. Phone 606-928-1554. 


Linda has been gracious enough to invite us over to her shop for the July 26, 2004 meeting. 


Please bring your wheels, knitting, whatever you’d like to work on.  Or you can shop. 


There will be a group leaving from the church. We do have directions available for those who wish to drive themselves. 
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Yarn Sizes and Substitution Chart











Spinning a yarn 





The following info was compiled by � HYPERLINK "mailto:ebozak@altair.cs.oswego.edu" �Esther Bozak �and originally posted to the � HYPERLINK "http://www.fibergypsy.com/knitlink/lists.html" �KnitList�. It comes from several books (notably Homespun, Handknit and Knitting in the Old Way):


Yarn Type�
Typical Gauge�
Wraps/Inch�
Yards/Pound*�
Recommended �Needle Size�
�
Ultrafine �(Lace or Baby Weight)�
8+/inch�32+/10cm�
18�or more�
2600�
00 - 2�2 - 3mm�
�
Fine�(Fingering Weight)�
6-8/inch�24-32/10cm�
16�
1900-2400�
2 - 4�3 - 3.75mm�
�
Medium�(Sport Weight)�
5-6/inch�20-24/10cm�
14�
1200-1800�
4 - 6�3.75 - 4.5 mm�
�
Heavy�(Worsted Weight)�
4-5/inch�16-20/10cm�
12�
900-1200�
7 - 9�5 - 6mm�
�
Bulky�
3-4/inch�12-16/10cm�
10�
600-800�
10 - 10 1/2�6.5 - 7.5mm�
�
Very Bulky�
2-3/inch�8-12/10cm�
8 or�fewer�
400-500�
13 - 15�9 - 10mm�
�
* An approximately equivalent Meters/Kilogram amount can be obtained by multiplying the Yards/Pound value by 2


You can knit two strands of a yarn together, too. Obviously swatching will give you the exact gauge of the doubled yarn, but you can approximate the gauge using a tip from Ann Cannon-Brown (Elann Fibre Company.) 


Her "rule of thumb" is to multiply the single-strand gauge by .72 to get the approximate gauge for what the yarn would knit up with as 2 strands. For example, one strand of fingering yarn has a typical gauge of 28 sts/4" (10 cm); 28 x .72 = approx. 20; so, two strands of fingering wt. yarn would knit to an approximate gauge of 20 sts/4" (10 cm), which falls within the range of gauges for typical worsted wt. yarns. Therefore, 2 strands of fingering wt. yarn could be substituted for one strand of worsted wt. yarn. �Copyright 1995,1996 by � HYPERLINK "mailto:ebozak@altair.cs.oswego.edu" �Esther Bozak�. This document may be freely shared and distributed in any medium so long as it remains information. fully intact and no profit is made from its distribution or use and provided appropriate credit is given for the source of this information.





“What weight yarn are you currently spinning? 


 If you come to the July meeting you will get a nice surprise to help you find out!
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I live in Kentucky, work in West Virginia, and was born in Ohio.  When I was young my dad’s job as a construction worker kept us moving around.  So I could never hold an accent.  I would either be up there with the 'hillbilly twang', or down here with the 'northern accent'.  In my teen years we settled in Kentucky. I got married at 19 and we moved north again twice.  After going through the blizzard of '78 and -80 degree temperatures, I said I'd NEVER go back there.  So my heart now belongs to Kentucky, my mind (what's left) to West Virginia, and my childhood spirit to Ohio.


 


I joined the fiber group to learn more about knitting/crocheting/etc and have a relaxing evening with people interested in the same things.  I've always been fascinated with the way knit things look and wondered how in the world a person could do those stitches and make them look so neat with just two needles.  Of course I have yet to master the craft!  Someday I'm actually going to learn how to knit a set of booties/socks/and learn to finish and seam items the correct way.   Right now, pretty much of everything I do is square.


 


I work at Marshall University. I have two sons, two great daughter-in-laws, and four grandchildren.  I just went through a major surgery and chemo, so that doesn't leave a lot of time for knitting or other hobbies. But I try my best to keep up with them anyway.   





I started knitting through an evening class that Marshall offered.  I have also dabbled at oil painting from a MU class. I usually try something new with great enthusiasm/obsessiveness until I get bored or something more interesting comes along, then I hop onto that wagon.  I have begun a great yarn stash and a small knitting library!


 


The biggest things in my life are the grandchildren.  My granddaughter just turned 9.  I taught her the basics of knitting and she loves it.  Although, it doesn't hold her interest long and she doesn't correct mistakes yet.  I went into her toy room one day, and she had picked up her knitting. She was sitting on her own in her little rocker knitting away.  I thought...'that's my granddaughter!’  Her 4-year-old little brother is quite a character!  He was having a conversation with his 80-year-old grandmother one day and told her that when she got his age, she would know what he was talking about!


 


I also have a two-year-old grandson that goes through every cabinet and drawer in my house. He always wants to take pictures/items off the walls and tries to plug any kind of wire into the TV or whatever he thinks may be a receptacle.  He knows that every time I see him, we're going for a ride and probably getting ice cream.  When we get back home from our excursion, his parents usually have to pry him from me.  His 3 month old little brother is a butterball, cute as can be, and just smiles and goos all the time.  He's the happiest baby I've seen.  A couple of times I have threatened to quit work altogether and just stay home and keep the grandchildren…  but of course when I'm home, I want to be back at work.


 


Hope I can enjoy many more evenings with the Fiber Clan...





 








Meet Darlene Cordle – knitter, crotcher, mom, grandma
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“Be sure to email your highlight information, so we can learn more about each other. Who wants to be next?”
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Knitting with Handspun Yarn – Pavui Sumoi











 Whether you are a handspinner using your own yarn or an experienced knitter, once you have tried knitting with handspun you may get spoiled. Personally, I find it much more satisfying to knit with handspun than the "perfect" commercial yarns. 


Even for the novice knitter, using handspun isn't difficult. The occasional irregularities of the yarn can hide the less than perfect tension that sometimes occurs. 


I find it best to use a 2-ply handspun yarn for knitting. Whenever a yarn is spun as a singles, it has a tendency to try to unspin itself. If knit up as a singles, the yarn will still try to untwist and the garment may stretch or sag. If the yarn has been plyed with another singles (2 ply), the yarns will be untwisting on each other, creating a balanced yarn that should have less of a tendency to stretch out of shape. 


Although handspun yarn has some bumps and irregularities, if well spun, it should be of a consistent weight throughout the skein. Knitting with this is similar to knitting with a commercially spun textured yarn. 


When choosing a pattern for knitting handspun, it is really important to spin and knit a large test swatch to get an accurate gauge. The needle size or number of stitches may have to be adjusted in the pattern. 


For non-spinners who would like to order handspun, but the yarn is too thick or too fine for your project, ask the spinner if another weight is available. Perhaps they can spin a sample for you in 2 or 3 slightly different weights. 














Simpson and Company Field Trip





The trip to Virginia will be on August 13/14 





We will be leaving Friday August 13 at 6:30 pm. We will be staying at a local hotel. We will be returning Saturday night. I am working on a deal so please let me know asap if you are attending so I can get a count. 





We can tour his workshop, purchase fiber, and he will do a demo on spinning from the fold. Please let us know if you can attend!











“All the strength you need to achieve anything is within you.”


Sara Henderson
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Featured links:











Great links of the month:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.cyberfibermall.com" ��http://www.cyberfibermall.com�


� HYPERLINK "http://loominesce.com" ��http://loominesce.com�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.earthguild.com" ��www.earthguild.com�


Please send your favorite links and look for them here. 


Also remember you can post links on the yahoo group page.


http://groups.yahoo.com/group/rivercitiesfibergroup/


Or you can send them to Judy to put on the web page.


Farm sites and business sites are welcome.











KNITTING ABBREVIATIONS


	BO 		– Bind off


	Cn 		– cable needle


	CO 		– Cast on


	Cont		- continue


	Dec		- decrease	


	Dpn		- double point needle


Inc		- increase


	K		- knit	


	Kbl, ktbl	- knit through back loop


	K2tog	- knit two stitches together


M1		- make one


P		- purl


	Psso		- pass slipped stitch over


	P2tog	- purl two stitches together


	Rep		- repeat


Rev st st	- reverse stockinette stitch�	Sc		- single crochet	


	Skp		- slip 1, knit 1 pass slip over


	Sl		- slip


	Ssk		- slip slip knit the slipped together


	St		- stitch


	St st	- stockinette stitch


	Tbl		- through back loop


	Wyib		- with yarn in back


	Wyif		- with yarn in front


	YO		- Yarn over


	*		- repeat instructions as indicated


	[]		- repeat instructions in brackets	
































“The world is but a canvas to our imagination.”


Henry David Thoreau
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Events, meetings, classes








July 26, 2004 – River Cities Fiber Clan Meeting – Yarn and More Shop Ashland KY – a group will be leaving from the church for more info – mitziross1@aol.com





July 28-31, 2004 – Ohio State Fair Llama and Fiber Show – Columbus, Ohio � HYPERLINK "http://www.ohiostatefair.com" ��www.ohiostatefair.com� - come see the llamas, luscious llama fiber, handspun skeins, finished garments, and fiber stuff for sale





August 13-14 – Clan trip to Simpson & Co. – see newsletter for more information or � HYPERLINK "mailto:mitziross1@aol.com" ��mitziross1@aol.com�





August 14-15, 21-22, 28-29–Shaker Woods Festival –Columbiana, OH


     � HYPERLINK "http://www.shakerwoods.com/shaker/" ��http://www.shakerwoods.com/shaker/�





September 18-19 – A Wool Gathering- Yellow Springs, OH


     � HYPERLINK "http://my.voyager.net/~nfisher/" ��http://my.voyager.net/~nfisher/�





September 24-26 – Fiber Network Retreat – Hawks Nest State Park


Ansted, WV -If you think you may be interested get info from � HYPERLINK "mailto:mitziross1@aol.com" ��mitziross1@aol.com�





If you know of a show or festival not listed here please let us know. We can post it and share information of cool places to go and great things to see!





River Cities Fiber Clan








113 Nelson Avenue


South Point, Oh 45680





Phone:


(740) 377-9516





(740) 867-4267








E-Mail:


� HYPERLINK "mailto:Mitziross1@aol.com" ��Mitziross1@aol.com�





� HYPERLINK "mailto:ross@marshall.edu" ��ross@marshall.edu�


� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.straw.com/clipart/images/cpy-wheel3.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���
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We’re on the Web!


See us at:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.goodnewsllamas.com/fiberguild" ��www.goodnewsllamas.com/fiberguild�








About Our Organization…





We are guild dedicated to fiber arts. Handspinning, weaving, knitting, crochet, felting and other fiber arts. 


We welcome members of all skill levels.


We meet on the Fourth Monday of each month for regular meeting. 


Special events and seminars are held on Saturdays. 


We meet at First Southern Baptist, 110 Collins Avenue, South Point, OH. 


Off 52 by the post office. 


Come visit soon!














River Cities Fiber Clan


113 Nelson Ave


South Point, OH 45680












































You will not need to bring a snack to the guild meeting. We will be road tripping! We may stop and get something on the way back.





Don’t forget the web page


� HYPERLINK "http://www.goodnewsllamas.com/fiberguild/" ��www.goodnewsllamas.com/fiberguild/�





Found a cool fiber link? Found a new source for fiber? Found a great discussion group? Got something to sell? Got a service to offer? To add this information to the web page please contact Judy at � HYPERLINK "mailto:ross@musom.edu" ��ross@musom.edu�


�
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Want to see your name in print?


Do you have a story, antidote, or article you would like to share? Your newsletter is looking for submissions! Please feel free to send them along email to Mitzi at � HYPERLINK "mailto:mitziross1@aol.com" ��mitziross1@aol.com�











Fiber Network Fall Retreat


September 24 – 26, 2004





Spend the weekend or a day at beautiful Hawks Nest State Park with fiber folks. There will be spinners, knitters, weavers, and other fiber folk. You can spend as much time as you like working in fiber. Some girls stay up all night working. Some enjoy the daylight hours spinning looking over the gorge. Folks visiting the park come in and watch the spinners at work. A great group of fiber folks! If interested contact Mitzi for details. 








Spinning and Weaving Week  October 4-10, 2004





What do you think about our guild celebrating Spinning and Weaving week with some demos or an open house?  Do you have any ideas how to celebrate?  Lets do something great to show folks how wonderful spinning and fiber arts are!
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