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By Marguerite Nelson- owner of BellaTessere 


Your spinning wheel is a valuable piece of equipment, treat it like a piece of fine furniture. 


Don’t place the wheel in the direct sunlight for long periods of time. 


Don’t leave it near a heating vent or stove or fireplace. We live in an extremely dry area and wood dries out fast enough without exposing it to additional heat.


If your wheel isn’t finished, finish it as you like and then periodically oil or polish it as you do your other furniture. 


Do not, however, oil the grooves where the drive bands or brake bands go.


Be very careful whenever you move your wheel for any reason. Never pick up a wheel by the drive wheel, always pick it up by the bench. 


When you put your wheel in a car, place it so it will not move around, I always treat my wheel like another passenger and it gets its own seatbelt.


Children are fascinated by spinning wheels, if your wheel is too fragile to handle the attentions of a child, then keep it out of their sight!


 Many wheels are sturdy enough that a child would have a difficult time doing any damage to them.


Keep your wheel clean, if you have been working with a dirty fleece, or if you live out in the country on a dirt road, keep it dusted, it will work better if you do.


Your wheel needs to be oiled, using a 30 weight motor oil about every two hours of use, or when you change the bobbins, whichever comes first. 


Make sure to wipe off any old oil and dirt before you add new oil. Every moving part on the wheel needs oil, unless it is a sealed bearing. 


�Adjust the tension on your wheel by starting with no tension and gradually tightening it until it is where you need it to be. The more tension on your wheel, the harder you have to work.
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Special Interest Articles:





• Next meeting is June 28, 2004.





•	Field trip to Simpson & Co.





•	Calendar of events.





























�Don’t forget the web page





� HYPERLINK "http://www.goodnewsllamas.com/fiberguild/" ��www.goodnewsllamas.com/fiberguild/�





Found a cool fiber link? Found a new source for fiber? Found a great discussion group? Got something to sell? Got a service to offer? To add this information to the web page please contact Judy at � HYPERLINK "mailto:ross@musom.edu" ��ross@musom.edu�











River City Fiber Clan � HYPERLINK "http://www.goodnewsllamas.com/fiberguild/" ��www.goodnewsllamas.com/fiberguild/�
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Spinning a yarn














Skeining is required for both singles and plied yarns in order to set in the twist and if you plan to dye the yarn. 


How to Use a Niddy Noddy�Take the end of the yarn in one hand while holding the center bar of the niddy noddy. If you are skeining from a spinning wheel, remove the yarn from the orifice of the wheel, and loosen the tension applied to the spindle, first, to prevent the yarn from rolling back on itself. Guide the yarn over the top bar (1) then down to and under the bar at the bottom (2), take the yarn back up and over the top bar on the other side (3) then down and under the bottom bar (4), while keeping a firm grip and slightly twisting your wrist. Continue to bring the yarn back up to the top bar where you started. Follow that same identical path on the niddy noddy until you run out of yarn on the bobbin. 


Removing the Skein�Tie the beginning and the end of the yarn securely together, and tie the skein in three other sections. Pull the skein off of the bars of the niddy noddy, insert your thumbs in the center of the skein, and snap it open. With the skein on your thumbs twist it at one or both ends to build up enough twist so that it will twist back on itself. Loop one end over the other to close the skein.


If you do not have a niddy noddy, you can also skein your yarn on the back of a chair or around your arm and elbow.




































































Making A Skein with A Niddy Noddy – Joy of Handspinning




















“Do you know someone that is interested in spinning, knitting or other fiber crafts? Please invite them to our June Meeting.”








Spinning a yarn 
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My Two special Wheels - My journey started when Tom and I were first married. I saw an antique spinning wheel in a shop we passed everyday and keep commenting that I would like to have it. Well it cost $100.00 and at that time we had - NO! money  - to spend on a spinning wheel. Tom did buy me that wheel and I said to him, "one of these days I will learn how to use this wheel".  Thirty-Five years passed - I did learn how to use that wheel. 


My grandmother got me a "Spinning Wheel Planter"; in 1965 with her Top Value stamps she received from purchases at Kroger's. I loved it and displayed it proudly for many years. My antique wheel sat in a very special place - collecting dust. Kids would come to the house and the first thing was to make the wheel go.  We would visit the Art's and Craft event at Ripley, WV. And I would stand and watch the spinning and weaving, not knowing that 35 years in the future one of those ladies I was watching spinning, Billie Bannerman, would be my spinning teacher. I loved the wheels. I would touch them and think about how many hours some mom had sat there making this yarn to make clothes for her family.


In 1999 after attending a spin-in with Mitzi and trying out a wheel, bringing it home and struggling many hours to attempt spinning, I finally had my first bobbin ready to ply. Well I can say spinning at first has been a struggle for me.  Everyone in our class caught on very quickly, except me. Billie would always encourage me and would not let me give up. 


My greatest accomplishment so far was to join the group of spinners at the Camelid Health Conference this past year, 2001 and help spin the fiber for the beautiful Shaw that was auctioned for the conference. My spinning wasn't perfect but it didn't matter to the "spinning mentors" that helped me that day. 


I thank all the friends who have helped me finally realize a dream I had 35 years ago.  I have realized my spinning does not have to be perfect but only to allow me that time of enjoyment as I share my spinning with kids with wide eyes as they watch the wheel go around.


Judy is a web developer employed at Marshall University. She is married to Tom Ross with one daughter Mitzi. They have a farm outside Chesapeake, Ohio. They raise llamas for show, public relations and fiber. They currently have 16 llamas, two cats and one dog on the farm. She is a member of First Southern Baptist Church in South Point where she teaches a mission study group for girls. 





She is also a knitting, crocheter, and felter. 














Marlene Gruetter – � HYPERLINK "mailto:trf@cloh.net" ��trf@cloh.net�


1116 Township Road 217, Scottown, OH 45678





Marlene is a newer spinner that raises goats, llamas, and bunnies. 








Meet Judy Ross – web developer, spinner, llama farmer, knitter














“A guild member will be highlighted each month in the newsletter, so we can learn more about each other and our craft.


 Who wants to be next?”
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Spinning a yarn





Do you have a wheel you don’t use anymore? How about that loom you bought and never really used? Do you need to make some more “stash” room? Did you overdo it at a wool show? Tired of knitting? Wanting to get some new books?


If you could say yes to any of those questions this section of the newsletter is for you! 


To submit an ad for the classified section please give a complete description of the item and its condition, list the price you want, and how you want to be contacted. 


Photos of items are allowed as long as they are sent electronically. 


Classified items need to be received no later than the 15th of the month to be included in the newsletter. 


























Want to see your name in print?





Do you have a story, antidote, or article you would like to share? Your newsletter is looking for submissions! Please feel free to send them along email to Mitzi at � HYPERLINK "mailto:mitziross1@aol.com" ��mitziross1@aol.com�


















































WELCOME- New member





Classified Ads











“There is not enough darkness in the world to extinguish the light of one small candle.”


Spanish Proverb











Simpson and Company Field Trip





The trip to Virginia will be on August 13/14 





We will be leaving Friday August 13. Would this be a good weekend for everyone? When does school start back?


Reservations will be made at a hotel in Blacksburg. The rooms will sleep four unless you request a single room so the cost for the room per person will be less expensive. 





We can tour his workshop, purchase fiber, and he will do a demo on spinning from the fold. Please let us know if you can attend!











Spinning a yarn


Spinning a yarn








Page � PAGE  \* MERGEFORMAT �4� of 6








Great links of the month:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.allfiberarts.com/cs/spininfo.htm" ��http://www.allfiberarts.com/cs/spininfo.htm�





 � HYPERLINK "http://www.icanspin.com/" ��http://www.icanspin.com/�








Please send your favorite links and look for them here. 


Also remember you can post links on the yahoo group page.


http://groups.yahoo.com/group/rivercitiesfibergroup/


Or you can send them to Judy to put on the web page.


Farm sites and business sites are welcome.




















Batts – carded hunks of fiber as it comes off of a drum carder


Fiber – the unspun hair/wool/plant material (as opposed to thread which is spun)


Hank – a 560 yard long skein of wool, usually wound on a niddy-noddy or reel


Knot – a 40 yard strand skein of yarn wound on a reel or niddy-noddy that measures two yards in circumference = 80 yards


Niddy-noddy – double headed tool used in skeining spun yarn


Noils – Short fibers removed when coming the fleece; can be mixed with other wool and carded and spun


Pencil roving – thinner strips of roving roughly the diameter of a pencil


Rolag – finger sized roll of carded wool, ready for spinning to make woolen yarn


Skeining – winding yarn off the spindle


Sliver – strips of batts in one continuous strip


Tops – long fibers straightened by combing




















Don’t forget to bring your favorite snack to share at the meeting. 





Be careful there is a paving project going on Rt 52 infront of the church. 





























Fiber Terms








Featured links:











“The best portion of a man’s life, his nameless, unremembered acts of kindness and love.”


William Wordsworth





Spinning a yarn 
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About Our Organization…








Events, meetings, classes








We’re on the Web!


See us at:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.goodnewsllamas.com/fiberguild" ��www.goodnewsllamas.com/fiberguild�








113 Nelson Avenue


South Point, Oh 45680





Phone:


(740) 377-9516





(740) 867-4267








E-Mail:


� HYPERLINK "mailto:Mitziross1@aol.com" ��Mitziross1@aol.com�





� HYPERLINK "mailto:ross@marshall.edu" ��ross@marshall.edu�








River Cities Fiber Clan














June 26-27, 2004 – Fiber Fest


     � HYPERLINK "http://www.lakemetroparks.com/HTML/LFP/Fiberfest/fiberfest.html" ��http://www.lakemetroparks.com/HTML/LFP/Fiberfest/fiberfest.html�





June 28, 2004 – River Cities Fiber Clan Meeting





July 28-31, 2004 – Ohio State Fair Llama and Fiber Show – Columbus, Ohio � HYPERLINK "http://www.ohiostatefair.com" ��www.ohiostatefair.com�





August 14-15, 21-22, 28-29–Shaker Woods Festival –Columbiana, OH


     � HYPERLINK "http://www.shakerwoods.com/shaker/" ��http://www.shakerwoods.com/shaker/�





September 18-19 – A Wool Gathering- Yellow Springs, OH


     � HYPERLINK "http://my.voyager.net/~nfisher/" ��http://my.voyager.net/~nfisher/�





If you know of a show or festival not listed here please let us know. We can post it and share information of cool places to go and great things to see!














We are guild dedicated to fiber arts. Handspinning, weaving, knitting, crochet, felting and other fiber arts. 


We welcome members of all skill levels.


We meet on the Fourth Monday of each month for regular meeting. 


Special events and seminars are held on Saturdays. 


We meet at First Southern Baptist, 110 Collins Avenue, South Point, OH. 


Off 52 by the post office. 


Come visit soon!




















River Cities Fiber Clan


113 Nelson Ave


South Point, OH 45680















































